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Stack Overflow?

• It’s a clone of Stack Overflow

• Without view tracking and community wiki

• But multilingual

• Creole instead of Markdown (I hate Markdown)

• Completely Open Source (BSD)



Target Audience

• everybody, not just developers

• as a replacement for bulletin boards as well as 
ticketing systems where useful

• make the “answering” optional to allow it to be 
used for discussions alone as well

• to be used by companies internally as a 
discussion place for code and workflows



Technology

• Python 2.5 or higher

• Werkzeug

• Jinja2

• SQLAlchemy

• Creoleparser

• Babel

• jQuery



API



Coming Up Next

• Xapian and in-database search

• OAuth powered API for write access

• Improved Theme Support

• Plugins?



Cool Stuff

stuff you might want to steal even if you’re not 
interested in Solace at all



solace.utils.formatting
• Implements a Differ for Genshi Streams
• Allows you to add <ins>/<del> tags around 

changed Genshi events



solace.i18n

• Mostly a thin wrapper around gettext
• Has a lazy string:

>>> from solace.application import Request
>>> from solace.i18n import Locale, lazy_gettext
>>> req = Request.from_values()
>>> x = lazy_gettext(u'Login')
>>> x
lu'Login'
>>> req.locale = Locale('de')
>>> x
lu'Anmelden'
>>> x.upper()
u'ANMELDEN'



solace.utils.forms

• modified version of zine.utils.forms

• Form handling with support for nested forms

• Straightforward to use

• Downside: not a separate module because of 
integration into the i18n system.



solace.utils.forms
class RegistrationForm(forms.Form):
    """Used to register the user."""
    username = forms.TextField(lazy_gettext(u'Username'), required=True,
                               validators=[is_valid_username])
    password = forms.TextField(lazy_gettext(u'Password'),
                               widget=forms.PasswordInput)
    password_repeat = forms.TextField(lazy_gettext(u'Password (repeat)'),
                                      widget=forms.PasswordInput)
    email = forms.TextField(lazy_gettext(u'E‐Mail'), required=True,
                            validators=[is_valid_email])

    @property
    def captcha_protected(self):
        """We're protected if the config says so."""
        return settings.RECAPTCHA_ENABLE

    def validate_username(self, value):
        user = User.query.filter_by(username=value).first()
        if user is not None:
            raise forms.ValidationError(_('This username is already in use.'))

    def context_validate(self, data):
        password = data.get('password')
        password_repeat = data.get('password_repeat')
        if password != password_repeat:
            raise forms.ValidationError(_(u'The two passwords do not match.'))



solace.utils.forms

{% extends 'layout.html' %}
{% set page_title = _('Register new Account') %}
{% block body %}
  <h1>{{ page_title }}</h1>
  {% call form() %}
    {{ form.as_dl() }}
    {{ form.captcha or '' }}
    <div class="buttons">
      <input type="submit" value="{{ _('Register') }}">
    </div>
  {% endcall %}
{% endblock %}



WebDepCompress

• Handles static dependencies and the 
compressing.

• It’s in PYPI, YUI integration will follow

pack_mgr = PackManager(os.path.join(os.path.dirname(__file__), 'static'),
                       lambda fn, ext: '/static/' + fn))
pack_mgr.add_pack('default', ['layout.css', 'badges.css', 'jquery.js',
                              'babel.js', 'solace.js', 'jquery.form.js',
                              'jquery.autocomplete.js', 'creole.js'])

{{ packs.default }}

python setup.py compress_deps

1.

2.

3.



Django without Django

• The code looks a lot like Django
• Just without using Django

• See Lightning Talk Tomorrow



Where to get it

http://bitbucket.com/plurk/solace

http://opensource.plurk.com/solace/
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